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The Tanosy in these parts are emigrants
from the neighbourhood of Fort Dauphin,
who were compelled to leave that district
because they could not find sufficient rice
grounds for themselves and the soldiers
comprising the Hova garrison. If I
remember rightly, they emigrated to this
neighbourhood about thirty years ago. The
extent of their territory is small, their towns
being twelve in number, and are on the
banks of the Teheza, the Onilahy, at the
junction of the Sak6ndry with the Onilahy,
or, as in the case of Fanafaka and the
adjacent hamlets, on the plain between the
Teheza and the Sakbndry. Eadodo is the
chief king, and there are nine other kings
dependent upon him. These kings go under
the name of Zafindramanla, and
Zafitaomanana. The people say that they
were originally 20,000 fighting men from
Andsy; this would make the population at
least 100,000, but I feel sure that that is too
large an estimate. The population cannot, I
should think, he more than 20,000, and
probably not more than 15,000. They took
all their towns from the Bara, whom they
drove north. They are accounted good
spearmen, and I several times heard them
refer to the fact that no Bara tribe could
long withstand them. The men and women
are very industrious, and are engaged from
morning until night in digging, planting, or
reaping, etc. Nearly every woman can
weave, and they make their garments of
cotton, silk, and hemp grown in their own
country. Some of the men can carve
creditably (vide Chapter v.) and a few can
work imperfectly in iron; while the
carpentering displayed in some of the
houses is almost equal to that of the
Betsileo. They can be hired to do any kind
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of work, and at cheap rates. Although they
possess many charms, and carry a few
beads and rings ...
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